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C O V E R  S T O R Y
The morning was very silent.Clouds covered the tell1 we had climbed earlier. Sunrays 
began to break through the mist. Just 
a half hour later the sun would trans-
form a pleasant morning into a hot 
and sweaty day. Now, however, the air 
still felt fresh, and silence prevailed. In 
fact, staff and volunteers of the fourth 
expedition to Lachish from Southern 
Adventist University in Tennessee, 
U.S.A., listened intently to a worship 
talk before vigorous excavating, heavy 
lifting, careful sifting, and meticulous 
documenting would transform the 
morning’s silence into another busy 
day on the tell.
Why Do They Dig?
Seventh-day Adventists have 
always been interested in archaeologi-
cal research. In fact, most scholars 
working in ancient Near Eastern 
archaeology (including sites in Israel, 
Syria, Jordan, Lebanon, etc.) would 
recognize the leadership of Adventist 
archaeologists working in the field. 
Beginning with the excavation of Tell 
Hesban in Jordan by Andrews Univer-
sity under the leadership of Siegfried 
Horn in 1968, excavations led by 
Adventist archaeologists and institu-
tions have always been at the cutting 
edge of archaeological research and 
technology. Early on, these excavators 
recognized the importance of a multi-
disciplinary approach and began to 
look beyond architectural remains, 
artifacts, and pottery. This careful 
integration of all types of data 
(including bone remains, faunal and 
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floral remains, survey results, etc.) is 
still the trademark of Adventist 
archaeological projects.2
Why invest significant funds to dis-
cover more about the past, some may 
ask. First of all, biblical archaeology 
focuses upon the lands of the Bible 
during biblical times. While the 
denomination “biblical archaeology” 
may not be in vogue anymore (most 
scholars now use “ancient Near East-
ern archaeology” or “Syro-Palestinian 
archaeology”), Yossi Garfinkel, one of 
the three codirectors of the expedition 
and professor at the Hebrew Univer-
sity of Jerusalem, feels that “biblical 
archaeology connects better than any 
Recovering the past tells us 
about the God of the future.
SANDBAGGING HISTORY: An overview 
of Area A of the Fourth Expedition to 
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other term.” “If you are a car manu-
facturer and your name is Mercedes, 
you are not going to change it just 
because somebody in Copenhagen 
thinks that biblical archaeology is not 
the right term,” he continues with a 
smile. The focus on the reality of bib-
lical history and events narrated in 
Scripture anchors a discipline that is 
constantly seeking to illuminate the 
distant past. Daniella Hasel, high-
school aged volunteer, puts it suc-
cinctly: “We see that biblical history is 
actually real.” Real people, real places, 
real encounters with a God who chose 
a group of people, living on a rela-
tively small stretch of land connecting 
Asia and Africa, to tell the world about 
salvation and the answer to those deep 
questions that keep us awake at night.
Another volunteer, Malcolm 
Douglas, who pastors an Adventist 
church in Arizona, summarizes this 
nicely: “Archaeology doesn’t prove the 
Bible, but it certainly helps to validate 
the things that we do believe about the 
Bible.” Or, put differently, archaeology 
is not just a scientific enterprise. It 
seeks to link to the mission of the 
church, “thus bringing to life God’s 
Word for His people,” Martin Kling-
beil, a codirector of the expedition 
and associate director of Southern’s 
Institute of Archaeology, underlines.
Why Lachish?
Tell Lachish is one of the major 
sites in Israel and covers approxi-
mately 12.5 hectares (31 acres). In 
fact, archaeologists tell us that it was 
the second-largest city in Judah dur-
ing the biblical period. Located in the 
southern Shephelah, a geographical 
region connecting the coastal plain of 
Palestine with the Judean highland 
surrounding Jerusalem, the town was 
very important during Israel’s monar-
chic period. The site was identified in 
1929 and has been the focus of three 
major excavation projects.
The fourth expedition to Lachish is 
particularly interested in the early 
period of Judah following the united 
monarchy of David and Solomon, a 
period that has been heatedly debated 
by historians and archaeologists dur-
ing the past 20 years.3 Since it was the 
third expedition to Lachish by an 
archaeological team from Tel Aviv 
University, Israel, in the 1970s and 
1980s that resulted in a revised chro-
nology of Israel, the directors of the 
fourth expedition to Lachish felt that 
Lachish represents the key to clarify 
these important chronological issues.
“One of our reasons for coming 
back here,” says Michael Hasel, a codi-
rector of the expedition and director 
of the Institute of Archaeology at 
Southern, “is to clarify the dating of 
Left: HISTORY IN HAND: Volunteer Kiersta Mackey holds a storage jar 
handle stamped with the seal of the king. Above: POTTERY READING: 
Excavation directors and others interpret the day’s pottery finds in order to 
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the Iron Age, because the site was 
excavated during a time when we 
didn’t have a lot of high-precision dat-
ing methods.” While most excavators 
focused upon the upper levels, the 
lower levels dealing with Judah’s earli-
est history have not been systemati-
cally exposed.
Lachish’s most famous moment in 
biblical history is documented on 
reliefs that come from an Assyrian 
palace in Niniveh. In 701 B.C. Lachish 
was conquered by the Assyrian king 
Sennacherib, who took the highly for-
tified city by building an imposing 
siege ramp that can still be seen today. 
The story is told in a large series of 
reliefs on display at the British 
Museum in London and is also men-
tioned 2 Kings 18:14, 17; 19:8; and in 
Isaiah 36:2 and 37:8.
Nearly 130 years later the Babylo-
nian forces destroyed the city again 
(Jer. 34:7), an event that is alluded to 
by an ostracon, a potsherd inscribed 
with ink, that was found during the 
first expedition to Lachish in the 
1930s. The text mentions a series of 
watchtowers that apparently commu-
nicated by fire and reflects the anxiety 
that people living during the final 
Babylonian invasion must have felt. 
“Then it will be known that we are 
watching the (fire)-signals of Lachish 
according to the code which my lord 
gave us, for we cannot see Azeqah.”4 
The last biblical reference to Lachish 
can be found in Nehemiah 11:30, 
describing a Jewish settlement of 
those who had returned from Babylon 
following the exile.
Looking Beyond Borders
Lachish is a great reminder of 
God’s engagement in history.
When Scripture tells us that God 
“stirred up the spirit of Cyrus” (Ezra 
1:1) so that His people could finally 
return to Jerusalem and rebuild the 
temple and the city, it really speaks 
about God’s sovereignty in human 
history.5 God is ultimately in control, 
and at times He even “gives” Jerusalem 
into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar 
(Dan. 1:2), making us wonder about 
His plan and purpose. He looks 
beyond borders and ethnic lines. 
When He needs action, he can com-
mandeer a Nebuchadnezzar or a 
Cyrus. Digging Lachish also means 
digging into God’s history. We sud-
denly see the reality of divine inter-
vention manifested in potsherds, city 
walls, and artifacts. We begin to con-
nect dots—historical, cultural, and 
religious—and begin to catch a 
glimpse of the big picture.
The fourth expedition to Lachish, 
however, is not only interested in 
ancient history and God’s involvement 
in human affairs. It also wants to 
affirm international cooperation and 
LOOKING AT THE BIG PICTURE: Excavation directors 
Yossi Garfinkel (left) and Michael Hasel (center) share 
some of the important finds with their former professor, 
William Dever, visiting the site.
NEW MEETS ANCIENT: Young 
volunteers David and Matthias 
Klingbeil look on as Daniel 
Perez uses the GPS unit to map 
out the ancient site.
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seeks to empower Adventist scholars 
from institutions located in non-
Western contexts to participate in 
archaeological research.
Martin Klingbeil remembers his 
first archaeological excavation with 
the Madaba Plains Project in 1998 
while he was serving as a professor at 
the Adventist University in Bolivia. 
Earning an equivalent of US$250 a 
month, normal volunteer rates would 
have been impossible. Yet one of the 
sponsoring Adventist institutions gave 
him a scholarship and invited him to 
work as a square supervisor. “It was an 
eye-opening experience that helped 
me improve my teaching,” he remem-
bers. Bringing back some objects that 
had been released by the excavation’s 
registrar, he spent time building a 
small exhibit with his students. “Just 
the excitement of the community as 
they shared in those finds, touched the 
objects—it made a huge impact and 
I had heard the stories of the early-morning 
wake-up calls, dust, hard physical labor, and exciting 
discoveries, but I had never experienced a dig before. 
This was a first for me, and, yes, it was hard work and 
early mornings, and it was wonderful!
Biblical history took on a whole new dimension as 
I handled bits of pottery that someone thousands of 
years ago had used. Digging into a destruction level 
made all those prophetic warnings come alive and very real. I could see 
God’s involvement in history. Unexpectedly, at the dig I also saw God still at 
work in our personal histories.
Take, for instance, the day a group of Israeli youth volunteers came 
to experience an archeological dig. Mary, an outgoing 16-year-old, was 
assigned to our square. I happened to be on bucket duty that morning, 
so I only caught bits of the conversation that went on in my square as 
I carried buckets of soil to sieve or dump. As everyone in our square 
trimmed the balk and scooped dirt into the buckets, Mary realized that 
we were a diverse group coming from Bolivia, Mexico, Germany, and the 
United States. She seemed very puzzled to find us all there and was trying 
to figure out the common denominator. One was a recent high school 
graduate; the others were at college, albeit studying different majors; I was 
the older woman of the group.
Puzzled, Mary tried to find out what had brought us to dig here. Finally, 
she made the connection that we were all Seventh-day Adventists. Then 
the questions began. She had never heard of Adventists. She discovered 
that we kept Sabbath. I held my breath. What would the volunteers in my 
square tell her? Although nominally Jewish, Mary made it clear that she 
found Sabbath observance far too restricting. In between bucketloads I 
overheard one student from Southern Adventist University telling Mary 
how much Sabbath meant to her and how she loved that time with God, 
her family, and friends. Others added their personal experience with God 
and what it meant to them. I was incredibly proud of the young adults in our 
group. On the way to watermelon break Mary walked with me and asked 
if we had some sort of meeting place in Jerusalem, as she said she would 
like to go and visit sometime.
I enjoyed my too-brief foray into biblical times and places. It was good 
to see God at work then, but I enjoy seeing God at work now. After the dig 
at Lachish, I look forward to seeing what God will do next.
God 
By Chantal J. Klingbeil
Seeing 
SHADES MATTER: The color of each 
layer of soil is carefully classified to 
established soil types and colors. Work
at
G E R A L D  A .  K L I N G B E I L / A D V E N T I S T  W O R L D
G E R A L D  A .  K L I N G B E I L / A D V E N T I S T  W O R L D
January 2015 | Adventist World   19
C O V E R  S T O R Y
MAKING A FIND: Bolivian 
Adventist University professor 
Segundo Teofilo Correa 
excavates a Babylonian 
destruction level.
E D D I E  A P P O L L I S / F O U R T H  E X P E D I T I O N  T O  L A C H I S HE D D I E  A P P O L L I S / F O U R T H  E X P E D I T I O N  T O  L A C H I S H
had a powerful ripple effect.”
Considering this special objective, 
Southern intentionally did significant 
fund-raising to help Adventist insti-
tutions located in the two-world 
majority to become consortium 
members. “We provide them with a 
package that is financially viable,” 
Klingbeil says. In this sense, The 
fourth expedition to Lachish is also a 
teaching excavation, allowing volun-
teers to experience a wide variety of 
tasks associated with archaeological 
research. Additionally, a daily lecture 
schedule by professors and weekend 
trips to important sites in Israel and 
Jordan enhance the learning experi-
ence of staff and volunteers.
As a result, the 62 members of the 
2014 Southern excavation team at 
Lachish represented 14 different 
nationalities, including volunteers 
and staff from Bolivia, Canada, Peru, 
Venezuela, Brazil, Korea, Mexico, 
South Africa, Argentina, Spain, Ger-
many, Austria, England, and the 
United States.
Keldie Paroschi, a theology major 
at the Adventist university in Sao 
Paolo, Brazil, summarizes her experi-
ence: “It’s fun; it’s hard work. It’s just 
exciting to find out what’s underneath 
and what stories are buried in the soil 
that we uncover.” Melissa Farrow, a 
community member from Colleg-
edale, particularly liked the worships 
and tours that create connections—to 
God, to one another, and to Scripture.
Michael Sokupa, a lecturer in New 
Testament at Helderberg College in 
South Africa, appreciated the mix of 
experienced archaeologists working 
with volunteers. He can see the teach-
ing function of the expedition trans-
forming academic programs in South 
Africa. “We are hoping that in the 
future we will have some courses and 
eventually a program running in con-
junction with Southern,” he said. “We 
hope that this will be the beginning 
for Africa, because at the moment, in 
the whole continent, there is no insti-
tution that has this kind of program.”
Pretty Amazing
Another hot day has come and 
gone. Silence has returned to Tell 
Lachish. A glorious sunset bathes the 
hill in golden and purple hues. Volun-
BIRD’S EYE VIEW: Aerial pictures 
taken by the drone provide a wonderful 
view of the excavation area.
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teers and staff members of the fourth 
expedition to Lachish have finished 
their pottery washing. Tomorrow will 
be another day full of hard work, hot 
sun, and, possibly, exciting archaeo-
logical finds. Tomorrow, this and 
many other excavations around Israel 
and beyond will dig deep into history.
Tomorrow, like today, potsherds, 
architectural remains, and other arti-
facts will tell us something about real 
people, living in a real world. Cherie 
Lynn Olson, a recent graduate of 
Southern and one of the square 
supervisors at Lachish, got it right. “I 
believe in the Bible, and I’ve spent my 
whole life studying it. But coming 
here and getting to experience it at a 
whole new level, it’s pretty amazing. 
Now I’m talking about things that I’ve 
actually seen. You can’t give words to 
what that does for you.” !
1 A tell is an artificial mound that accumulated during many 
centuries of human habitation when periods of occupation 
followed abandonment and earlier periods of occupation.
2 Currently these projects include the continuing Madaba Plains 
Project in Jordan (encompassing Tell Hesban, Tell ’Umayri, and 
Tell Jalul and supported by Andrews University and La Sierra 
University together with other Adventist institutions), the 
excavation at Khirbet al-’Balul in Moab by Friedensau Adventist 
University, Germany, as well as earlier work done by Southern 
Adventist University in cooperation with the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem at Tel Hazor from 2003 to 2007 and Khirbet 
Qeiyafa, Israel, from 2007 to 2013.
3 You can read more about the controversy in Michael G. Hasel, 
“Another Battle Over David and Goliath,” Adventist Review, Feb. 
25, 2010, pp. 18-21.
4 Dennis Pardee, “Lachish Ostraca,” in Context of Scripture: 
Archival Documents From the Biblical World, ed. William W. 
Hallo (Leiden: Brill, 2002), vol. 3, p. 82.
5 The motif of God “stirring” or “moving” people—including 
leaders—is an important staple of biblical theology. Isaiah 
41:2, 25 and Jeremiah 51:1, 11 employ the same Hebrew term 
referring to the future conqueror of Babylon, Cyrus, who is 
even named in Isaiah 44:28; 45:1.
How many people does it take to make a church a church?
Ask church elder José Manuel. “It only takes two to make a congregation, but 
at least 30 or 40 would be much better. But if you do not have a proper building, 
it’s hard to keep the believers believing!”
Manuel’s church is just beyond a baobab forest in the hillside village of 
Kibeto, Angola. There’s been a congregation of believers in Kibeto for about 25 
years. Sometimes the group is small, and at other times it has grown to a “more 
respectable” 30 or 40 members. That’s when they moved from under the giant 
baobab tree into their new church.
They built the church themselves: the walls, the roof, the pews, and the pulpit.
Then the winds came, blowing away the roof and much of the wall. After 
members reinforced the wall, the hot Angola sun made the worshippers feel like 
“baked potatoes” inside the steel walls. One by one they slipped away to the 
shade of the baobab tree.
Meanwhile, far away in Ecuador, Adventists were celebrating Maranatha’s 
successful completion of more than 220 church buildings. They came to two large 
Sabbath celebrations, one in Quito and the other in Guayaquil.
“We have received so much,” said the members, “that we want to give our 
best to God, and ask Him to use our gifts to build a church somewhere else in 
the world.”
The members in Ecuador sold crops, goats, and many possessions of great 
personal value. Those offerings were just enough to fund the cost of a One-
Day Church with “nonbaking” cement-block walls, real wooden pews, and a 
“nonflying” roof for the congregation in Kibeto.
Kibeto’s new church will truly be the Gratitude Church. And it will fill rapidly!
ASI and Maranatha Volunteers International fund and facilitate One-Day 
Church and One-Day School projects. Since 2009, more than 1,600 One-Day 
buildings have been built around the world. These stories 




Left: BETTER THAN NOTHING: Before Maranatha Volunteers, members in 
Kibeto, Angola, used the best avaliable materials to build a house of wor-
ship. Right: ROUGH ROAD: Materials for the church building in Kibeto had 

















Gerald A. Klingbeil is 
passionate about digging 
up the past and, together 
with his wife, Chantal, 
enjoyed a memorable week with the team 
of the fourth expedition to Lachish in 
July. When he is not digging, he serves 
as an associate editor of Adventist World 
magazine.
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